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The Deccan College & Research institute, in Pune is the third oldest educational 
institution in the country. 

i^rrti liatct, {[ ^»<rt sloil'y itoS it <Hi?ct<r{l ‘S'rd.iHl “^(<4 IoiciidM 

In its vast collection of priceless old book sand documents, it has got the literature of 
Satpanth religion. A researcher Mr. Gulshan Khakhee has done analysis of the literature 
and presented a short note to be able to easily understand the literature. 

Otf <^<4 ^tdU2t<rtl UlWs i^MSl Ul^l 

d?IlUdSl?, 0]c-tSld uiiLtl UPl oif Suetlod gIh C-tl>dl 

S, ‘?diad ^lUl5l ddUa U4dl dl^tl dlQ-dil dH'Kcll d?aidl 

Some of the important points coming out of the note by Mr. Gulshan Khakhee are as 
under; 

OiC-iSLd GllHHl <4^1 <^^3110101 

1 . Imam Shah converted Hindus to Satpanth religion 

tJHiH ci 2 c-tic(l^ ddUani c-t6 Micdi &. 

2 . Imam Shahi or Satpanth is a Nizari Ismaili sect 

tJHiH Maai ddua 4oii^ ua S. 

3. Head quarters is at Pirana, Gujarat 

auci Has oj'%’?id &. 

4. Jain Darshan: Yadavas cut Cow and ate it 
“fd &?ld: ai&dlit oiia^ si4^ ditJ oiai. 

5. Jog Darshan: Connect Hindu Deities with Isimaic Prophets, Personalities 

=^01 esld: ^cil^ 6?c-ii41 e^GtiHdi ij^sa uiRs diasldiU 

^ui. 

6. Nishkalanki = Murtuza All = Kudrati Allah 
Pl3:sc-i^ = ijcloii ^agO. = §e?c{l 

7. Rukmani = Bibi Fatima = Visva Kuvari = Laxmi 
§SHl?(l = 44 §l(rlHl = (clKl jcil^ = 

8. Satguru = Muhammad = Guru Brahma 
HdojS = Ji§H& = ojS 

9. Bodh Avatar = Buddha ordered Pandavas to kill cow 
oju 2>lcldl? = uisol^l Olid Hl?c[loj S^ 

10 . Surja Rani has already KILLED Kalinga, the demon 

SOOLI Icd^ Hl^ dlVdl 5 

11 . Imaginary work is used in literature 
HlO-cdlHl SlC'UplS cildl 044 


To know more, read the following information 
“^H^lSl^ Hl^ 4?l dllUGl HlQ-cd Clldl 
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Summary 


From the above research document, one thing is VERY clear and that is... 

Su? ^^uclc-l HsUUot aid Ulcl & 1 ... 

• that though there are names of Hindu Gods and Godessess with Islamic 
elements, with the help of taqiwa. all followers of Satpanth are ultimately 
lead to Islam. 

deal %ii«l loldi diH &, diljiaL al, 5a^ iHs 
tiK-llH d?§ C-ltJ VaiHi ?*licl &. 

• Satpanth takes Hindu religious values and blends them with Islam to make 
way of easy acceptance of Islam by Hindus, ultimately leading the believer 
to Islam. 

(§§ UlPlS ttK-llHdl deal Hl£l RSld bWHlH d?5 C-lti 

‘8'ai«'il HPt oidiaaidi \ieiiw ^idUai Soil s?aiHi uiceil S. 
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NOTE ON THE IMAM SHAHl MS AT THE 
DECCAN COLLEGE, POONA 



by 


GULSHAN ,KH AKEE 


Introduction 


Imam Shahi sect's Pir 
and Sajjada-nishin, 
based in Burhanpur, 
near Faizpur. 


The following work is a brief descriptive review, not neces- 
sarily a critical analysis, of the Imam Shahi MS which belongs to 
Pirzada Sayyid Muhammad Noor Ali Shah (Burhanpur M.P.), who 
is the present ptr and sajjado-wishm of the Infem Shaha sect of 
Gujarat. I He lent the MS to Professor A .A. A. Fyzee, who lent it 


to the Deccan College, where I had the opportunity of studying it, 
with the kind permission of Professor Fyzee. 


The Simam Shahi_ or_So:^pGWif hs,J so called because they beli^v®“ Satpanth religion 

their way to be the sat panth i.e. true path, were convertedifrom 2) Satpanth is 

^ ^ * part of Nizari 

Hinduism by Sayyid Imam Shah, to the Nizari or Eastern form oT llsmailism 
Ismailism, whose offshoot they really are. In the first quarter of 


1) Imam Shah 
converted 
Hindus to 


the XVIth century, Mu^mmad, the son of Imam Shah, broke off hi&> 
connection with the narent sect. At nresent thev are concentratea 

. Head quarters is 

at Pirana 

mainly in Gujarat, with their head-quarters at Pirana.| Their re- I 


ligious beliefs are a result of the symbiosis and admixture of Hindu-^ 

■ Mix of Hinduism 

ism and Islam, la nrenomenon which is not unusual in India. The 

and Isiam 


review of the works included in the MS., represented below, will ade- 

quately illustrate this p>oint. For further details on the historical, 
sociological, etc. aspects, one could very profitably refer to the 
following works; 

W. Ivanow; The Sect of Imam Shah in Gujarat- Journal of the 
Bombay Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, N.S, Vol, 12. 
1936: 

Collectanea E. J. BrUl, Leiden, 1948. 

S. C. Misra; Muslim Communities in Gujarat, Baroda, 1964. 

A. A. A. Fyzee: Encyclopedia of Islam. Revised Edition. Article 
Imam Shah. 


The MS is a collection of Ismaili-Imam Shahi works, some com- 
plete, others in fragments, dealing with questions of creation, 
punishment, etc, mostly of a syncretic nature. [There is an index dfii*-’'"'' 


This article is 
on Religious 
Books of 
Satpanth / 
Imam Shahi 


com 
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p. 424 which is fairly faithfully followed. Two dates are mention- 
ed: on p. 145 (b), the 6th lunar day of the month of vaiaakha of the 
Sake year 1737 called Yuva (=1815 A.D.) and again on p, 536(b) 
where the date is given is 1880 Somuaf, or 1745 Sake, both of these 
later, work out to 1823 A.D. 

There are 595 folios, after which the pages are 1/2 broken and 
of no value. The back cover is gone, in the front there is a leather 
cover and leather binding. 

The size of the folios is 9. 2"^ 5. 6" approximately; the number 
of lines on a page vary between 14-17. Yellowish country made 
paper is used, with black ink, or sometimes red ink for figures or 
writing names of deities. Writing on each page is enclosed 
in jadwals. 

Some imnumbered pages have been inserted, e.g. betwe^ folio 
368; some of these are blank, some have drawings in red, yellow, 
black ink, and some have fragments of writings which are not re- 
ferred to in the index. 


The script used in Devana gari, mixed with some Kh ojki charac- 
ters, but the language used is (Cutchi-Gtfarati mixtur^ (a form of 
Prakrit). For works with a more purely (Islamic basisj e.g. the 
Vafdt Namay Urdu is used. 

Writing varies between certain sections, but I think one can 
safely say that the major portion of the sections was copied by one-^ 

, x- A' ^ Various sections of 

copyist. the book are 

^ described here. 

A more detailed description of the contents of the various sec- 
tions follows: 

I Khap Darasana. pp. 4a-7(b). las c;v:fTn 

(The work) (I^ (also called Brahma DaTsanl 
It begins with: Sri Satgor Brahma ho vdcd,- also Sri Satgora 
Sahdev ho vacd which seem to be the usual invocational phr ases for 
beginning a work, except in some works later on, where the (Islamic) 

Bosmala is also used. 

The work deals with different yugas, but concentrates on the 
first Karta yuga. In Kafrid, the author says, the guru is Brahmd, 
the Veda is Rug (Sanskrit Rk). In the Rug Veda there are 9 
vidyds (knowledges), by performing which various people are 
supposed to have attained mofc^a (salvation), e.g. Janaka, the 


1. The Darshana is a school of philosophy in Hinduism. There are 6 orthodox 
and 6 heretical darshanas. Orthodox: mimamsa, vedtota, safikhya, yoga, 
nyaya, vaise^ika. Heretical: 4 schools within Buddhism, Jaina, Carvs^a. 

2. Vaca is a literary genre in Old Gujarati, Hajasthani and Middle | Gujarati im 
literature. 
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hearer, who did sravan, Vyas, the speaker, who performed kirtan. 
In Kartd yuga there were 4 avatnras: mach (fish), kurma (tortoise), 

( the middle letter in the MS. is eaten up ) , vardha ( boar ) , narosinh 
(man-lion). 

In Tretd j/itga the guru is Guptahava or Vachishava (the author 
is not quite clear), and the Vedo is Jujur (Sanskrit; Yajur). There 
were 3 avatdras: Vdvan (Sanskrit: Vottmiti), Srt ParsrTndm, Srt 
ram. The author says there were nine knowledges but does not 
elaborate them. 

In Dvapara yuga^ the Veda was Sama. Brahma had 2 avatdras: 
Kri^na and Sri Bodh. 

(Acc^^mi to the author, only when one meets SlUaer Brahma] 

i aiid tteeie i pts him as true, that his soul b e com es f ree and he attain s) 
(salvatip^ (^h erwise there is deat h.) 

II JVoSfca (Sanskrit: Nydya} Darsan. pp. 7(b)-l8(b). ifffv 

The index considers this as a part of the kha^ Darasan and does 
not list it separately. 


This is a somewhat confused story of the meeting of Brahma, 
Visnu. Mahesvara in Treta yvga and their telling a triumvirate of 
female deties Parva^ Savitii and Laksmi that not they, but one 
Anasuya in mryutyaloka (earth) is the real safi and pativratd (true 
and faithful woman). The 3 goddesses do not agree, so they put the 
matter to test. Anasuya is successful in the test, and is granted a 
boon by the gods, so she asks for a deua-like son. So Sri Dat is 
born to her, and he helped 11/2 krore sanydsis to salvation. Inter- 
posed in this is the story of Ram and Sfta, giving a boon to Manadeva. 
Ill Jain Darasan. p, 18(b)-25(aj. 


B riefly , this is a story of how the (Yadavas cut ufi a cow and ate ife jit 
Sri (Krusnath) told them to observe jivdhanad (Sanskrit: 

afdmsa) and jivadayd (pity); and for expiation, to go to 24 firthos, 
(places of pilgrimage) and to make japa of arihant (he was a 
Jain teacher ) . The author adds that if one has pity for jivas, then 
sin is washed away. 


Ya(davs Cut 
Cow and Ate 


On p. 25(a) the author says: here Bodh Darson ends. From 
p. 25 (a) -30(a) follows Sairudoafc Darsan which appears to me as 
rather unintelligible collection of wholly Hindu, names. On p^ 30 ( a ) 
he says; here Jain Datrasan ends. It would therefore appear that 
the various darasan stories are confused. 


IV Jog Darasan (Sanskrit: yoga) pp. 30(a)-38(a). :?fnT 

The author calls this the story of Kaliyuga. ^le) (tries) (to) 
identify Hindu deities with Islamic prophets, personalities etc. e.g. 


realpatidar.com 
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Krusnath has taken the form of Sri Nakalahli, (Muslims call him) 

Murtaza Ali (Arabic* Mutta^'AU). His othei^iiames are Abhanga- 
nath and Kudrati ^ lah. (Ruk ma ni is Btbi other names; 

(are Visva Kuvai^ Laksml, (etc.) Sri Satgor Brahma’s name is 
Sahdev, as well as Muhammad. Savitri is identified with Bibi Asa 
(A rabic: ’A’isha), and Mahadev (or Mahadeo (Raba Adam. (The) 
(author flaes on to add that these names are accordiiaHto Athumved) 


((Sanskrit: Atharva uedafO 


Mahadev = Baba Adam 


Then follows the story in which Parmesvara (also called 
Khitda) sends Visvan (Adam) to bihist (heaven), where Ejajil 
(Arabic: ‘AzMil. One of the names of Iblis prior to his fall) per- 
suades him and ^awa to eat the forbidden fcuuifcdona (the conversa- 
tion between AzazU and Hawa is in Urdu, later the author lapses 
into Urdu for narration also, which usually is in Cutchi-Guj arati 
mixture ) . Then Adam and Hawa are thrown on to the 
Lanka (Ceylon). Here Adam began to make tapes. 

The auth or switches over to the creation of Mac hindranath and 
Gorakhnath. (The former teUs the latter, his chela) (disciide), diatl 
the true guru is Sri Satgor Brahma* and that in Kaliguga he has^ 
taken the form of Mu^mmad. So they both go to Muhammad in 
Mecca-Medina to ask for probooh (enlightenment). Muhammad told 
Gorakhnath to r eturn and uplift 5 lakh jivas. So CSorakhnath re- 
turned to Javup ((Sans krit: Jambu=indi^ . Whosoever followed this 
jogi attained salvation, while the rest became stones. The author 
says that there were 12 jogi-panths and gives their names. 


earth, into 

In Kaliyug; Satguru = Mohammad 


V Siv Darsan. pp. 38(a)-54(a). 

This seems to be a continuation and expansion of the previous 
story. 


Visvan (Adam) made tapes until Parmesvara was pleased. One 
Visvaraj failed to recognize that Visvan was Adam, so he came to 
earth and made bhakti of the 4 ligas (Sanskrit: Imga) : Thavar, Siv 
lig, Jagam lig, Achad lig. But he failed to attain Siva. Then the 
avatdra of Sri Nur Satgor Brahma in Navasari, des Gujarat, took 
pity on Visvaraj, He sought Visvraj out, but he was in such a form 
that people were frightened and ran away^ so the guru went to 
Chya dhobi’s house. But then everyone forgot Siv and started say - a 
ing Allah, Allah. They all ran away from the Jagam lig and came to 
Sivdmi and asked for diddr (vision). The guru said that the time 
for dtddr was over* b ut if th^ still insisted, they should go to Detam 
(( Dailam) (Iran?).) Then Alamprabhu’ (the world god) and 


3 . Guru Paramapara i.e, spiritual heredity of Mahanubhava* 
(Yirasaiva) religious sects is traced back to Alamprabhu. 


Nath, lingayat 
r ealpaii' ar.cQm 


Everyone forgot Shiv and 
started saying "Allah, Allah" 
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Visvaraj disappeared and went to (establish themselves in Delam 
Four people went there for didar and attained salvation. This was 
due to the fact that they recognised the true rupo ( form) . 

VI Khat Darsan pp. 54(b)'60(b). <53 

In the index this section is called (Malecadarasoli 

The section begins with some mantra like material, followed by 
a most confused syncretic type story^ The 2 >urK^ has 8 mouths. 

The fitfh nav is Muhammad mouth, 7 th is Islamic abd al Sita b, 8 th 
is abd al Jamal, 9th is abd al Karim, 10 th is abd al Rahim. (Such) 
is the 10 mouthed Brahma! 

Then he mentions that 4 books came to 4 pirs: Furqam to Muham'- 
mad, Ajir (Arabic: Injil) to Musa Karimullah (Kalim Allah), Ac- 
cording to the Qu*rdn, the book was revealed to Jesus), taiirrdt to 
IbrMiim Khalilullah, Zobwr to Tsa Ruhulliah. (in the Qu’ran sing. 
Zabur is used in connection with Dawud). Also 4 stages were esta- 
blished: (shaT^'aO tantfa, ma'rifa, Jj^alpil^a. Muhammad went to 
all Osmans (heavens) and brought 9 lakh tales. He brought Tiamdz- 
and fasting and came to earth and broke kufr (disbelief), and killed 
1 1/4 lakh kings. In KaUyuga 1 lakh 80 thousand paygambars 
(messengers) and jivas obtained salvation, as well as 70 thousand 
ole Husain^ 

Then follow the names of the Ponj-fon^pofc and the 12 Ithna- 
Ashari imams. The author says: here Panj-tan-pak ends. 

VII Anllpurdn, p. 62(a)-83(a). 577 ?! 

This section contains mantro-like material which is quite un» 
intelligible to me. The numbering goes upto 124. 

VIII Dos ndm sanyas. p. 83a-91(b). ^ 

This is mantra-type of prose. On p. 91 the author says: this 
sdgita ends. p. 91 -97(b) the Dasndmasanyas. is incom- 

prehensible to me, 

IX Dotdtri. pp. 98 (a)-lOl (b). 

This is rat her a c ryptic sounding discussion of what (man) ( mind ) . 
pavan ( wind ). (iabda) ( word), pra^a ( spirit) etc. are. The author goes 
on to ask what was their abode, where were they before that, and 
what was their jiv (spirit) etc. 

X Gorakhbodh. pp. 101 (b)-108(a). 

This is a dialogue between (Machendranath) and ((jtorakhnathJ the 
latter being the disciple. In fact it seems a repetition of the previous 
section, the pair discusses what the mind, wind etc. are. realpatidar.com 
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XI Khat Darasan. pp. 108(a)-140(a). ^TBr^T 

The work is in 222 verses. This is rather ajbad copy, quiti^diffl- 
cult to read in places. fNagari Isma*ilis have a s imilar work attrU) 
(buted to Pir) Sadr al Din. 

In verses 1-23 guru Sahdev denies what a true sndmt, a true 
servant, a true baindgt. a true Bramin, a true Musalman, a true Sufi 
etc. etc. are. But, the author goes on to say, without darsFuin., there 
is no crossing over (salvation), even though one may make puj«, 
go on pilgrimages etc. Then there is a mention of some dcerashanas 
and an exhortation to think of the uedas. 

Then follows a section on creation. The alakh nirinjan (spot- 
less) who is formless, has no father, no mother, no brothers, knows 
no day, no night, no stars, no earth, no sky, no meru, no kaildsa etc. 
he concentrated in dhandukar ( corruption of andhakar-darkness? ) and 
so svdmi created love. Then there was nur (light) and the sun, 
moon etc. were created. Before this there was no maya, no karma, 
yugos etc. 

Then the author comes to the creation of kalpas (regions of 
heaven in Jainism), and then of yugas. The first was Sdt, or KOftSi 
yugo) in which Visnu assumed 4 auataros and King Pehlaj (Prahlad) 
helped 5 krore jlvas to moksa. In the second Tretd yuga, there 
were 3 avataras: Vaman, Parsuram, Ram. A brief account of Ram 
at Ayodhya is given. The veda was jujor and 7 krore jivas attained 
heaven. In the Dvdpara yuga there were 2 azHitdras of Hari. The 
veda was Sdma. One of the avataras was Gopal, son of Vasudeva 
in Mathura. Then follows the PSn^ava-kaurava story, the battle and 
a discussion of how to get rid of the accretion of karma. Pundits 
suggest yagna for expiation. Pd-ndvas go to heaven, but get no 
darshan, so they return to earth. Places such as Kashmir, Malva, 
Ujjain are mentioned. 

But the (lOth Qvatdrg is in Delam) in the form of a man. Verse 
216 is an exhortation to look for him. He has come to give varadan 
(boon) to anant krores (countless). So Satgor says, Dev sits in 
Bharat, Jambudip and he fulfils the desire of all. The fourth 
Kaliyuga and Satgor. 

XII Rotndvali. pp. 141(b)-145(b). 

This appears to be a work on creation, again of a syncretic 
nature. Hari’s 10th avatira is in the western direction, the coun- 
try is Dailam, and the town is Kekjuri. This patra Nakalaki appears 
on a Saturday. 

4. If this 1500 Samvat, then probably it is nearer the correct date, since Ivanow*s 
version has Sariivat 1575, which he says is too late. reaipaiM ar.com 
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XIII Bodh 


Avatdra. pp. 146(a )-179(a) 180 verses. 


149 


The work begins with Budha coming to the F^Lpt^avas, who 
were making an expiatory yagna, and he told them that one dUdar 
was equal to countless yctgnas. Then Budha goes on to describe 
what chanddl (bad people) were like and what good people were 
like. Budha says that in Kaliyuga people would be very sinful and 
it was of utmost importance to recognize the nur of ^e true ord cird 

Then a (cow d escended from heaven, Buddha ordered the thTcow^^ ' 

vas to kill it and make ytifgwiL The Papdavas wondered how pos^ 
sibly could they live in a sinful Kaliyziga, since Dvapara was at an 
end, so Budha told them that in the west, he was going to assume the 



Sahdev. {the Ismail printed version claims authorship of imsam Shah), 
pp. 179{b> -180(b) the writing has no title. There is a list of Hindu 
names and at the end of the page, the name of Sri Islam Shah. 
Then follow more Hindiu names and then qaim. mahdi, etc. 


XIV Vis Tola (20 groups?) p. 181 (a)-199(b). 

There is (no Hindu invocatioal the work begins with Bosmala. 
Someone asked nabi Muhmmad about qiyamd- The prophet wept 
and said that on that day there will be 20 tolas. Gabriel will pre- 
sent each to the Saheb ( Lord ) . 


Then follows a description of 19 groups who have conunitted 
various sins such as cheating, taking usury, being unkind to neigh- 
bours, disbelieving or ignoring Vedic teachings etc. Rather grue- 
some punishments for the various sins are described, like a half 
open stomach with part of the intestines handing out, beard like a 
burning lamp etc. 


The 20th group is in heaven, wearing gold and diamond rings, 
their faces like the full moon. These will be the true mu mins, who 
controlled their 5 senses, gave money to orphans, gave dascmdh 
(tithe) gave money to pirs, and followed the teachings of the guru. 

XV Forty Tales, pp. 199(b) -215(a). 

These are supposed to be advices ”By Prophet Muhmmad. Ac- 
tually there is a description of hell, and what type of people will 
go to it people who take usury, who ignore the teachings of etCj^ar com 
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There are some positive Islamic teachings at the end- The section 
lis quite easily readable, even without a second copy. 


XVI Dasamo Avatara. pp. 215(a)-262(b). 493 verses. ar^ c TTT 


In this Kaltyuga the demon K-aligo has been incarnated in Chin 
< China? The guru Brahma is nabi Mii^ym ma d , Isvara is Adam. 
Hari is Desamo Avatara. This is Nakalaki avatara and sits in 
Arabia^ Dev in Kaliytiga is hidden but guru Brahma is Pir Shams. 


This Pir Shams assuming the form of a parrot, goes to Suroja 
Rani, the consort of demon Kdtigo- He tells her about Karta, 
Trefd, Dvdpara and Kaltyuga. He tells her how bad Kaliyuga 
would be, and how mohddin (day of qiydmg) would be. So Suraj^ 
Rani is both grateful and frightened and asks the parrot the way 
to mokfa, and how to escape mahddtn. Shams thereupon says that 
the only way of escape is Satpanth and worshipping the Satpa nth. 

This would be to believe the Atharva Veda, to make japa or (Pir) 
Shah, and to give dasondh (tithe) etc. 

Then Pir Shams left Surajd Rdni and ca me to Jambudip (India). 

But the guru in Kaliyuga is supposed to be (Sadr Din (Sadr al Dinj) 
who would cause the salvation of bhaktas. He gave his word (bol) 
to 36 krores but out of this only 12 krores prove to be true. 

There is the rather confusing incident of Sadr Din's going to 
a dargoh with 12 fcrores and with Kabir Din, (Kabir al Din) who was 
still child. There Sadr Din made tapas for 6 months and was some- 
how miraculously brought to the presence of the Shah, to whom 
Kabir Din presented a pag (headgear) of 500 yards with the 
saphayet of Shah written on every yard. So the Shah appointed 
Kabir Din to be the pir after Sadr Din and said he would cause the 
salvation of anant krores (countless). Kabir Din objected saying 
that the KaUyuga was too sinful and difficult, so the Shah promised 
to remain with him, all he (Kabir Din) would have to do was to 
precede him and show people the way to the Shah. ^ Kabir Din re- 
turned to Jambudip and taught the japa or Pir Shah. (Whoever makes) 
this japa will be saved, whoever makes any other japa will be in 
the camp of the demon Kaliga. After Kabir Din (a lso called Hasan 
Shah, because the full name is (Hasan. Kabir Din) , the jnr Imam 
Shah (the printed Nizai Isma'ili version differs in this). 

Then the author reverts to the original story of killing demons. 
Suraja Rani takes the Shah’s side, at which the demon Kaliga is very 
angry, so she kills Kaliga, her own husband. Then there is a fight 
between the side o^^aEiga and the Shah and the demons are killed. 

Then Shah orders Ajarael (Arabic; Izra'il) to take the souls 
of 84 lakhs, but who ever has followed Satpanth truly, is saved. ip; For . com 
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these people there is no qiyama, ithey will ^ to heaven!, There 

f ollow s a descri ption of heaven, (y^oever} (believe) tji n) 

{Avatara, as given by I mam Sh ah will b e fr eed from his Hgjatt ( sin s) , 
will not be reincarnated, and v/ill be saved from mdhadXn etc. 

XVII Mach Avatdra and other 9 avataras. pp. 263(a)-264(b). 

Whether this is an abridged version of Imam Shah's Das 
Avataras or Pir Sadr Din's original (nono) short Das Avataras, I have 
not so far determined. It is probably the latter. The paper is coarser, 
half the pages are unnumbered, and it is not listed in the index. 

XVIII Jadhadhamna. pp. 265(a)-299(a). aETn 

The section begins with an invocation of Hindu deities. Then 
follows an account of the creation of time, kalpas, and yugas. At 
the end there are the names of Ali, Abu Talib etc. pp. 300{a)-308(b) 
are not intelligible to me, they are not enclosed in jadwals as 
throughout the ms. 

XIX Khdk Namo. pp. 309(a)'312(a). ^TPfr 

The Khdk Nama is in 25 verses, with black space at the end, 
suggesting that it is probably incomplete. The name of the com- 
poser is not given. It is generally on the futility of things, with 
the refrain, dkhar khdk ho jdna hae. 

XX Vafdt JVdmo. pp. 312(a)-368(b) (b & v are interchangeable). 

^nr'T 

It begins with the basmala; is in Urdu, unlike the ms. so far; 
there are 800 one line verses. 


After some general advice to remember god e tc, there is a brief 
mention of the Prophet Muhammad’s ancestry and (the fact that there) 
is no prophet after him. 


The major portion of the work is an imaginary conversational 
account of the time of the death of Muhammad. The Prophet is 
worried about what would happen to his umma after his death. So 
Gabriel reassures him that Allah will have mercy on the umma of 
the Prophet, and that even if someone is sinful, if he made fata bd 
( repentance > at the time of death, his tawbd, will be accepted. 

(Line 797 s ays the Vajiot)(ndma)(i s^ from the Qtt'ran!) iTien there 
is the name of (Kr Indra Imam Shah.) work sounds very much 

like the Wi^ol Nama listed by S. C. Misra^pr'Cit:| p. 63 and attributed 
to Pir Mashaikh 17th century ) . 


Some part from Quran 


Indra = Imam Shah 


After some blank pages, there is a text called Palna. on 

uimumbered pages, which is not listed in the index. After more 
blank pages, here is a list of the names of pirs, then Hindu deitiesidar.com 
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and avataras. Then there are 3 pages of pictures, then a page with 
names of Imams upto Muhammad bin Ismail. 


XXI 


Mofo Nur Nama. pp. 368(a)-416(a). 


Islamic elements 


Gabriel complains when Btbt Fatima calls him uncle, so the 
Prophet asks Gabriel how old he is. Gabriel says he is as old as 
fciitb star, so the Prophet says that kutb was created out of (nitr-c-) 
Muhammad. 


Proph et M ut^ammad asks for the signs of kutb, Gabriel says it 
had in its (earsl s o Mutia mmad says these were Hasan and Husayn, 
the Trmdhli in its (throat) was Bibi Fatima, the ring in its finger was 
Hazrat Ali, the actual star on its head was niir-e-Muhammad. There 
are the Panytan-pak. 

Then follows an account of all the things which were created 
from nur-e-Mvhanvmad, such as ‘ilm, ‘aql, Mbr, ‘ishq, hope; mercy; 
etc. The other nabis and angels, as well as the 7 zamvns and dsmans 
were all created from that nur. 


There is no moksa without kalma, the sound of the kalmd reaches 
heaven. Then there is an account of the Prophet Muhammad, mount- 
ed on the burdq, visiting the wind, water, fire; earth etc. and how 
each of them s£ud the kalma. 

XXII pp; 417-418b. 

There is a short section, with the first stanza Friend, seldom 
does anyone know the story of maha pad ( high status) whoever has 
embraced the Satgor, he only knows. 

Again there is a list of names of pirs, avataras etc., followed by 
some material that seems unintelligible to me. On p. 424 is the 
index. 

XXin Vaindfsarup. pp. 428(a)-470(b). 

This section is on creation generally, and on the creation of 
patals (lower regions) specifically. On p. 456 there is an account 
of Indra raja ruling in Indrapuri. 

XXIV Mu'min Chttvarnl. pp. 470(c)-536(b). 

This work, attributed to (Imam ShahJ is in 323 verses, and is 
accepted by the Nizari Ismailis as well. It contains some didactic 
teachings, among other things, and is summarized below as far as 
possible. 

Imam Shah says, in serving guru one should have (no doubt) 
only then can prana (soul) become eternal. That guru, today is,m 
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Imam Sh^. (verse 3.,The Isma'ili edition differs. True guru is 
Sahdev). 

Life flows like a river, so one should not have pride. Mdyd is a 
lie, whoever gets involved in it is foolish, because then when he 
dies, his soul goes into 84 lakh cycles (of reincarnation). One should 
not be concerned with worldly happiness and misery, since the 
world is a play of 4 days^ ^Then follows a whole lot of imagery 
from tilling fields, e.g. one should sow the seed of dasondh etc. 
One must drink paval in KaUyuga with true intent. 


The author says there are too many panths in Kallyuga but they 
v/ill all be cancelled. This is the time to work for moksa. One 
should keep one’s imdn whole, the true ascetic is one who keeps 
his love for hari completely. That guru is in Jambudip. His name 
is nur-e-Mu^ammad. One should know the name of that guru from 
the family of Husany. He is truly guru Imam Shah. If one remem- 
bers him constantly, then one attains the eternal abode. 


Gold and copper are two different things, the world is like 
copper, whoever mistakes it for gold, goes into the cycle of rein- 


carnation. 




Former 3 vedas are cancelled 


(The time of the 6 darshonas and the 3 former vedas is over.) All 
the world worships stone and devas made out of (stone, ) but nobody 
thinks of who created the stone itselL One always reaps the fruits 
of the seed one sows, ^^ere was no merit in making pttja to water 
cow or pipal (tree). 


Papa is like poison, its antedotes are giving dasondh, drinking 
panel and making japa of p5r Shah. When there is papa in the 
heart, it is as if a person is in a faint, only when pdpa goes, then 
consciousness arises. 


River (Water) Pipal 
should not be 
worshipped 


J Brahmans are not accepted 


Brahmans today are liars, they wash from outside but are in- 
ternally impure. One should wash the dhoti of the dil (heart) and 
in the heart, read the book of love and wear the sacred thread. 
Soul is eternal, only the body dies, but as long as mdya is not given 
up, the soul is reincarnated. Satgor’s ginan is like light, one should 
put it in the heart, then the darkness will vanish. 


Life is like a deep sea, fSai^pilwtfe is a boat] in which the saintly 
ones sit, so one should sit in this boat without doubting it, for the 
liypocritic will sink. The other boats are false and their captains 
are blind, so one should sit in the boat of Satgor. 


God is near one, just like the pupil of the eye, so one should 
not look after for him. One should give up mdyd and then realize 
that the Lord is in one. just as scent is in flowers. realpatidar.com 
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^[Hindus have forgotten Brahma^ and the Jduslims Jhaj/e _no iiiwnj 

(in Today in Kaliyuga is the {dasamo avalS^l He is 

the creator of all, he was there when there was no zat of Adam 
( mankind ) . 


- A true Muslim is one who has circumcised his 5 senses, so he 
does not speak evil to anyone, sees no evil, does not deceive, hears 
no evil, and does not do evil things or go to evil places. 


The author mentions the 4 yugas and that the pir of Kaliyuga 
is Sadr Din. 

XXV Jatarhnamo. pp. 537{a)-557{b) 140 verses. ^rrifr 

Professor (lvano%v) has analysed this work in his Collectanea 
o p. cit. p. 122 and translated the Nizari Ismaili version called 
(Janatnamo) 

The work opens with the death of Pir Hasan Kabir Din in 
Samvat 1500, (?) on the 17th day of Kdrtik month, in 

Uchh Mulasthan. Imam Shah comes to the bier and asks for his 
share. A hand comes out of the bier and gives him a tosbth 
( rosary) and a piece of sugar. 

But later the jomd'at rejects Imam Shah, except one Premji 
Khoja who gives his food. 


Imam Shah insists on having diddr (the Imam must be in Iran, 
but there is no mention of any journey etc. ) so he is somehow miracu- 
lously transported into the presence of Nur Shah, in whose attend- 
ance there was one m ufchi Ghulam . Imam Shah requests Nur Shah 
that he be allowed to (see heavenj t and the major portion of the rest 
of the work is taken up with descriptions of his imaginery visit to. 
and wanderings in, heaven and hell. He meets his ancestors, and 
the names Islam Din, Shams Din N^ir Din, Saheb Din, ^adr 
Din, Kabir Din ,5 are mentioned. 


Jannatnamo = imaginery 
work 

the first 


Then there is a reference to Pir Sadr Din building 
khana at Kotdi, and his converting Lohanas to Khojas. Imam Shah 
claims that he is descended from Ali through Ja‘far al Sadiq.^ 

Imam Shah returns to Jambudip, where his seat is. 

XXVI Jirebhai, 557(a)-557(b 1, 

This is a short work of 8 verses. 


5. This can be compared with the genealogies of the pirs dealt with in S. C, Misi'a, 
and in Ivanow’s works. Another version » engraved on Pir Ali Akbar’s mazar 
at Suraj Miyani, near Multan, is given in an article entitled Mazars of Some 
Hmiali Pirs in 'Africa laTnaill Jan. 1970. 

It is curious to note the Imam ShMi only mentions the line of pirs between 
himself and Pir Shams (same in the Dasamo Auafcdro) and not beyond, though .com 
he claims descent from *Ali, through Imam Ja‘far al ^diq. 
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XXVII Vivekvanjdro. pp. 557(b) -576 (a). 

Almost entirely Hindu sounding, with exhortations to serve 
Sri Ram, mention of Yama instead of the Islamic equivalent, etc. 
this work is in 163 verses. It has a refrain Sarnaj man mar rc- 
{= ‘understand, control mind). 

XXVIII Harichandrapuri. pp, 576(a)- g RM g ii fr 

Only 23 verses of 6-17 lines each remain, the rest is destroyed. 
It looks to be a discussion between the king and a Brahman in 
Ayodhya nagar. 

In the index several more works are mentioned, but these are 
not in the MS, and must have been destroyed, 

I intend to edit, transliterate, translate and analyse the section 
Dasamo Avatdara pp, 215 (a) -262(b), as well as the shorter version 
of the 10 auataras which follow pp. 263(a) -264(b). I hope that this 
will be a valuable addition to our knowledge of Eastern Isma'Ilism. 
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